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Tho last winter was exceptionally severe, and the cold following the heavy rains
oflast autama caused the potatoes which woro siored o pits to 1ot 1o some éxtent
somo familics lost all thoir sood potatoss. Fortunately, the prompt. assstance
afforded by tho Departraent in sending sced potatocs enabled tho Tndins o planta
hir quaniity; and if tho soason is favorablo it s hmmd that tho yield will support
the Indians daring the coming . Oaly one Indisn who was in want
faild, on socount of sickness, $ocome for bis dbare of that supplicd by tho Dopartmont,

n I heard in March last of tho rebolli North-Weot Torsitorioe, I
seut oed to the Indiane: elonging to my district 00k o join the rebels should they
be called to assist them. Soon afler messengors from the different bands came, tell-
ing me that they had no intention of doing 5o, as they were contented with the treat-
‘ment they received from the Great Mother the Queen and her councillors. They di
1ot forgot thelast words that wero spolcn at the closs of the treaty, to live friondly
s long as the sun ruled the day aud the streams of water

ave the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
G. McPHERSON,
Indian Agent.

See further on in Part T of this Report for the first part of Agent McPhorson's
Teport.

Savawxe Aexoy—Taeary No. 3, 19th August, 1885.
The Right Honorsblo
‘The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,

Sim,—I have the honor (o transmit the following report and tabular_statement

in conncction with the Indians of this agency, for the year ended 30th June, 1885.
Lac des Mille Lacs Band.

T visited this band on the 28th of May and distributed the garden seeds, and
found only threo families on the reserve ; tho remainder had not returned from their
hunting grounds, They lost their soed potatoos from frost during the winter ;
farnished them with nine bushels for seod. = Again visited the reserve on the Sth of
July, paid thom theic anoaity aud distributed tho provisions and supplios furaished
by tho Hudson Bay Company.  The bund olected o councillors in place of

iskaskanini and Magigisik, viz., John Pierro and Wasagisik, as they were negleot-
ing their duty and absont from the resorve continually. The gardens aro protty
well cultivated, but the crop is not o large as that of last year. They have one
now houso finished, and_one partly completed, since last year. They have a barn
and stable nearly completed, and aro entitled yet to three cows. They wish for
two oxen, in place of two of the cows. T furnished them with throe scythes. They

xpect 1o Lirse: hay sncugh o, be. Teadyiee {lia paclain' Tassaryiinel it
thanked tho. Governmont-for tho clothing, and was well setisied with the quan-
tity and quality of the provisions farnished. There were two deaths and four births
during the year.

Sturgeon Lake Band.

T visited this band on the 31t of May, and distributed their garden seds.
found only three familios on the reserve.  Arrived hero again on_the 12th of July,

and found no ono on the roserve. The whole band were camped down the lake

miles, making canoes. Thoy roturned whn I sont for thom.. I ealled a ouncil and
{alked 10 thom proty strongly for neglocting thelr dutios on the roserve, and asing
made no improvements for the last ten years. I paid them their ann
tribatod the supplion o the band aod clotking o the ohiet And odnsillors On the
16th.  They oxpressed thomselvos ratisfid. Thoy have no houses fnished. There
ers no deaths or Hirths during the year.
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1 havo made arrangements with them, as well as with the Lac des Millo Lacs
band, to send to Savanne, in the spring, for their seed, thus doing away with the ox-
pense of the spring trip.

Wabegon and Eagle Lake Band.

1 paid this band their annuity, distributed the provisions and supplies, and the.
clothing for the chief and_councillors on the 18th of July. They expressed thom-
selves entirely satisfied. I inspected the gardens on the reserve, which were in poor
condition, except as regards tho potatoes. They have six houses in poor repair, threo
Dew houses partly built and two covw stables,at Wabegron, Tho atile are i splendid
condition; last year's bull calf is to be given to Baglo Lake band, as theirs was
accidentally drowned. The chief, and his son ( councillor), promised Mr. Inspector
MeColl to build a school house, but when the chief proposed it to the band they all
opposed it. This band are selfsustaining ; they catch plenty of fish and enjoy good
hunting, Thero were two deaths and four births during the year.

Lac Seul Band.

1 visited this band on 8th January, driving with us two cows for the band, which
were handed over in good coudition ; the weather was extremely cold during the trip.
1 again visited this band, paid their annuity at Lac Seul on 220d and 23rd July, dis-
tributed their provisions and supplies, also the chiefs’ and councillors’ clothing, with
all which they wer well pleased. I examined tho gardens at Frenchman'’s Houd and
found them in excellent condition. They will buve splendid crops of potatoes this
year. Noikeeji band along with Ki ini's band wish to receive
their annuity and provisions at their reserve at Frenchman'’s Head in future, instead
of Lac Seul; the latter band wish & reservo for themselves outside of Frenchman's
Head reserve. 1 inspected the school at Frenchman’s Head, under Mr. Spence, of
Selkirk, and found the pupils have made remarkable progress considering the school
only opened on 1st June last; the daily average attendance is sixteen. The school
house is a new substantial log building, 25 feet by 16 foet. Also inspected the school
at Lac Seul, under Rev. James Irvine, His Lordship the Bishop of Rupert’s Land being
present; found twenty.cight names on tho roll, with an avorage daily attondance of
twenty; the several classes in reading, writing, spelling and arithmétic were fair.

Treceived three applications for commutation of their snnuities from tho wives
of non-treaty persons with the sanction of the band, viz.: Young's wife, Magna;
Melvor's wife, Hanna ; snd Kirkness’ wife.

There were twenty-four births and sixteen deaths during the year.

ade arrabgements with the chief to send to the railway liné at Wabegan Tank
in tho spring for their seed.

There are some destitute Indians in this band (two blind and five infirm) ; they
ask that a small supply of medicine and provisions be given thom throagh Mr.
McKenzie, the Hudson's Bay Company’s agent at Lac Seul.

Mattawan and English River Band.

I paid this band their annuity, distributed the provisions and supplies and the
‘clothing for tho chicf and councillors on 27th July. The Chief Sacketchway was on
hand this year. Ho and about thirty others werc absent last year. 1 found him very
intalligent, though unablo to speak English.

They reccived one ox and one cow in January last, sent vid Rat Portage; ono ox.
died during the winter from somo unknown csuso (being fat when found dead). The
chief and bis followers wish a school established at their reservo st Pichowaykang, the
teacher to bo Cburch of England. They will build the school houso and have it
ready by timo of payment next year, when they expect to recoivo the furniture.

On'the 29th July I visited the other part of their reservo at Grassey Narrows,
under Papahsay ; found their gardens, cunsisting chiefly of potatoes, in good condition.
At this place there are twelve houses built which are very poor; four new ones
partly constructed are better; 1 found the school house locked and Mr. O'Keefo, the
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teacher, gone. Otcheeke opened the door. T found the books and slates in good order,
the writing in copy books creditable; thero wero First Readers, Second Readers,
grammars, books of history and geography ; no furniture of any account except an old.
Stove. Tho building i a vory poor one.. Taihor Marcou <, wishes to take oharge of this
school and repair it, so that they may receive the graut for schools,

Thirty-two persons were paid arrears, they being absent last year. There were
nine births and one death during the year.

“ Mackinack ” No. 13, a destituto Indian, ssks for a small supply of medicine
and provisions to bo given him through Mr. Matheson, Hudson Bay oo S
at Rat Portage.

t tho payment of each band I took special pains to get the census and statistics

from each family to ensure the preparation of a correct tabular statement.

Respoctfully presenting the abovo report,

T have the honor to be, Sir,
‘our obedient servant,
JOHN McINTYRE,
Indian Agent
See further on in Part T of this Report for the first part of Agent McTntyre's report.

Bietie Acxor—Tazary No. 4, 24th July, 1885,
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Siz,—1 have the honor to_encloso the tabular statement and inventories of my
agency Tor tho past yoar, and.in connection therowith bog to mako the ollowing
remarks : —

.t deal of misery would have ensued among the Indians if the Department
had not rendered considerable assistavce during the past winter.

Tt was found necessary to purchase a large portion of the seed wheat and
barley, and in the northern reserves at Fort Pelly potatoes had to be froighted in at
very great expense and risk, this perishablo seed having to be moved in March, so a8
to get it to its destination before the rosds broke up.

Tt is pleasing to report that the Indians prepared a great deal of their land last
fall and thus in many Instancos waro enablo) 10 get thelr crops in early this spring.
So great was tho entbusiasm to sow that it was found judicious to provide a very
large quantity of seed beyond that allowed by the Department. The result has been
that al) the working Indians have good large crops, which baving been planted early
generally look well, and the encouragement given them has resulted in many
instances in a large quantity of new land having been broken, and for the first time
in Indian farming in my agency considersblo summer fallowing is now being done,
and 1 fool sssured that the advantages of this practice having been once clearly
proved by the Indians themselves, will be followed by the disappearance of the
greatest drawback to Indians’ success as agriculturists—lato sowing.

It has been the custom, in former years, to give each family requiring seed a
very limited quantity of potatoes, and consequently, on most reserves, there wero never
enough raised to last over the winter and furnish seed in the spring. This year the
Depsriment having sanctioned the arrangement I recommended, every family planted
a sufficient quantity of potatoes, and I supplied them with the requisite sced, which is
to be returned after harvest in an_equivalont of wheat, which will be ground for the
destitute. 1 have taken care that theso potatoes should be well hoed, and the
promise of a bountiful potato crop is almost assured.

The outbreak of the rebellion naturally greatly excited my Indians, and some
of the more timid ones fled to the hills, leaving their gardens unplanted, and have
made their living by hunting, which they propose o follow this winter, eturning
next spring to farm. -
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Lam happy to roport, howerr, that I had no diffelty during that {rying (imo
in mansging my Indians, and greator oxertions than ever were made by them
fowards slfupport; and gonoraly tho Indians conducted themselvas as if hoy had
sympathios with the rbellion.
natructor Lawford having roplaced th former instructor among the Ass
boines at Moose Mountain, ‘E great impetus was given to the work, and both
Red

Pheagant Rump's and " bands havo done their bost. Unfortunately,
they have saffrod tarribly from oonsumption and sorofuls, the death rate during tho
weather and carly spring having been enormous. Dr. Redmond, late floct

surgoon, R, N, having beon taken out t6 visit thoso bands, afr oarofully sxamining
all the Indian unhwwmg any symptoms of disease, roported that the above diseases
roro the main cuuses of the pumorous desths, the’secondary causes boing dirt and
illvontilated houses. o these might, bo added, I think,

frosh meat on the prairios to flour and bacon in comparative confinement. But in
spito of this calamity, as remarked before, both bands have done all that they pos-
sibly could with the faeans a their dispotal, and h.v. choorfully followed all the
instractions given by Mr. Lawford. s planted plonty of potatoss
and the whest promises to b an_ excellent omp S e A, good
aaro of thoir satil, and have broken & guantity of new land, as it will b necossary
to summer fallow s good desl of tho ol year. A school house is under con-
structon for theso raservs, and T hopo to 86o it oponed before next winter.

The Creo rescrve, under White Bear, at tho east end of Moose Mountain, also
has had. tho aseistance of & good instrusior, Mr. A, Campbell having beon empioyed
since Ist April, and, as a result, they have made groat progress this year, all thoir
crops, when I saw them, in June, promising well, while tho bands at that time were
busily bresking now land. ~This bund hus ot suffered from consumption nearly as

uch as the western bands, for they aro better hunters, and get & good deal of fresh
meat in consequence.

At Gamblor's reserve, at the mouth of Silver Creek, those farming have done
b good crops and neat fonces speak for thomselves; but many of the
workers in this reserve fled to the Duck Mountain at the outbreak of the robellion,
and have not since roturned. Considersblo breaking has beon done, and some old
land summer failowed, and good uso has been made of all the animals and tools at
their disposal. A very much better focling exists smong this band than formerly,
and from beiog 00 of tho most troublesome o control, they  are now very ewily
m;

'0f o Tizacd Polst or Way way-sa-ca-po band T oansny bus litle ; during the
trying times they behaved wonderfully well, although I was propared for erious
trouble, but they sowed very little grain, their oxen being, as usaal, very poor; they
have, however, planted a lot of potatocs, which have been all well ‘sttended to.
This' band have, from the commencement, received more help than any other
in my agency, and overy dovice has been adopted to make workers of them, but
‘without succels; gumbling is very provalont among them, and interrupts their work
at the most mes.

Riding Mountain 4 Rolling River reserves having been out of my control for
a year, wero returned to me this spring, Both th bands are about in the sume con-
dition 48 usual. The former aro excellent huntors, and are well dressed and con-
tented, and while all planta fow potatoos only & fow pretend to farm. This year
thoso have plantod oonsiderable and havo broken a quantity of now land, proposing
to summer fallow most of their old fiolds next season. Thoy have cost the Dopart-
ment little, and were well behaved during the excitment. A school under Presbyte-
i ion is still in operation on this reserve, but owing to the nomadic habits
of the majority of the band the attendanc s small

t Rolling Rivor thero is a farm instructor, Piorro Gontoise, and & vory nice crop

has boen put in, which looks well. Bt the Indians prefer working and loafing aroun
Minnedoss to sqttling permanently on tho resorve. They are littlo oxpense to the
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Dopartment, and they will become more settled in time, when they soo the advantages
10 bo gained.

*Af"Fort Pally th potatoes, by careful attention and keaping them scrupulously
weeded, with a moderately open fall, will result in a fair crop. Many of these Indians
are now summer fallowing the wheat and barley land, and are ready to try again next
spring. All the froighting possiblo has been given to the Indians themsolvos.

"% the Keys reserve a school is now running under Church of England auspices,
and promises well, 7

"o Kee:seo-konse band possess the most successful Indian school I have yet
seen. It is conducted by the Roman Catholics, and I have just received a very good
letter in English from a pupil of only eightoen months’ attendanco

The Cotd band, at Crow Stand, sonth of Pelly, under Joseph Cotd, son of tho old
chief, lately deceased, are taking great care of their cattle, of Which, dopartmental
and private, they have now over one hundred head.

“All the bands bohaved well during the troubles, and never caused the slightest
uneasiness,

The Sioux bands under my contro! have mado great strides during the last year,
and have now threo hundred head of cattle. Many of them have largo fields, one
having sown sixty bushels of wheat, besides other grain, and at one reserve (Oak
River) nearly on thousand bushels Of potatocs havo been planted. They gave no
trouble, and indeed offered their services as scouts during the troubles. There has
been & great deal of consumption among these bands, and during the last year over
fifty have died. At Ouk River cloven men have died out of eighty-cight heads of
families, and seventeen children under threo years old. This ia very distressing,
and is hard to account for—the change of diet, owing to the failure of ‘hunting, atd
scrofuls, being probably the main csuse, Still, several deatbs have resulted from
whiskey, in spite of the strenuous exertions adopted to put down the sale of this
deadly Tndian poie

Only two Indians have been punished for crimes in my district during the year,

The constant cry is for more agricultural implements, and many reapers, mowers
and waggons are being acquired whenever an opportunity offers.

o now certain construction of railroads in this district will give a better
‘market for Indian products, and ensble the various bands to get means o promote &
‘more rapid advance.

‘prospect of a bountiful harvest, if fulfilled, together with a ready cash sale
for the grain, will do more to advance agriculture among the Indians than all the
agents and farm instructors that can be employed.

In conclusion, I may say that all the employis in my azency have performed
their duties faithfully and energetically, and have greatly tended to the generally
contented feeling among the Indians.

1 have the honor to b, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
L. W. HERCHMER,
Indian Agent.

Treary No 4, N. W. T.,
Inpiax Heab AGENcY, 4th October, 1885.
The Right Honorablo
The Superintendent-General of Tndian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Str,—I have the honor to forward my snnual report with tabular statement,
and a return of all Departmental property in my care, with the value of the same.
The cattlo in several instances wero not as well wintered as in former years, on
acoount of the loss of hay from prairio fires. The greatest sufferers were ‘the File
Hill bands.
61
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A school was opewed on Little Black Bear's rosorve, Filo Hills, during the fall,
it proved, however, a failure, owing to tho lttlo interest evinced by the parents of the
children, and their final withdrawal previous to the trouble in the spring, caused it to
be closed.

The children on Gordon’s reserve attended school regularly, until the teacher was
incapacitated by & serious illness. The school was kept in one of the mission build
ings; during the winter logs for the coustruction of a school house were cut and

rawn to s site where the building is to be erected.

A school house has boenscommenced on Little Child’s reserve, and school houses
‘completed and ready for use on Pasqua’s and the Assiniboine reserves.

During the winter I accompanied the Rey. Father Hugonnard, Principal of the
Indosirial School, to the reserves, and in & short time got nearly tho numbor of
‘scholars allowed ‘that institution. The parents, as a rule, were pleased to have
their children educated, and in 10 instance were any taken without the full consent
of the parent and the willingness of the child.

From wantof propar clothing s good el of suteing was experioncod during
the winter. Through the instramentality of the Rev. Mr. McKay the Crooked Lakes
Indians proved an exception, as & quaxtity of clothing sent by a society of ladios
in Toronto, presided over by & Mrs, Murray, and of the value of two thousand dollars,
was distributed among them.

Sickness was not us gencral as during the previous winter, and deaths were ver
much less frequent. The former, I think, may be attributed to the issuo of frosh fis
twice or three times a weck.

A fair ares of new land was broken during the fall, and when spring sot in
every exertion was made to got the Indians to sow Wheat as soon as the frost was
sufficiently out of the ground to permit harrowing,

‘A vory liberal sapply of heeds of all kinds, was distributed throughout the
resorves, and owing to the troubles then existing in Treaty No. 6, overy effort was
made to keop the Indiavs constantly at work.

Tmmediately after the fight at Duck Lake messengors wore sent by the rebel
leaders to my Indiaus, with exaggerated reports of their victory over the police, and
calling upon them 10 seizo the provisions and ammanition, and go and join them. They
‘were also told if our troops were successful in the north they would receive the same
fate from the handsof our men on their roturn enst. Wo can judge how unsettled the
ignorant Indians must have been. For atime they fully expected to be punished,
whether they took up arms against the Government or not.

The greatest troublo I hud to overcome was to make them believe that the
troops going north would ouly fight if forced by the halEbroeds and Indians 0 do 80;
thoso who remained on their resorves, and took no part whatever would bo considered
Toyal, and would receive protection from our hands.

uring these anxious times, | was groatly assistod by & fow intelligent Indians,
who co-operated with me, and whose influence I brought to bear on the rest; their
names have already been forwarded in u special report. I again wish o bring them
Havorably before your notice, for I think they deserve some substantial recognition
for the fuithful manner in which they stood by me.

Although, with all the falso reports retailed 1o these Indians, and the excitement
throughout the distict even among the white population, I am pleased o be able to
Teport that they managed to put 1,690 acres under crop, and (with few exceptions)
in good shape, and I expect many will show fair return:

T am sorry to be obliged to report that soveral raids were committed on settlers’
Touses, and private property was destroyed by the File Hill Indians. They kept me
constantly on the alert during the spring, owing to thir unsettled staté, at times
leaving their reserves in  body; it mado tie sevtlors in the vicinity of thess roserves
uneasy. More extensive raids would, in my opinion, have been made had the settlers
Joft el homesteads, for it would ha% boon to tho Tndian s an iavitation to help

imself.

Raids were also made in the York colony on sottlers’ houses, and valuable cattle
woro killed, As soon as time pormitted, I alled on the settlors who had reported their
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losses, and from tho description given of the Tndians who ware implicated in the raids,
Tam glad to say I discovered the re now serving terms of
imprisonment in the penitentiary.

il matters in the west had a successful issue, T considered it injudicious to
cause any excitemont whatever in Treaty No. 4 by making arrests. The conciliatory
policy I pursued T considered tho wisest.

Since then  have been exerting overy effoc to iscover the parties implisated in
tho il Hill raids, and I hope soon to accomplish their

Fio Tudisus soa’ gradually sommenniag o: ook MpG thert ratdet AN
homes, and during the past year kept on them moro closoly,

T hava the bonor to bo, Sir,
ur obedient sorvant,
A, McDONALD,
Indian Agent.

Pas Aaexor—Treary No. 5
fisrli July, 1885.
The Rigbt Honorable
The Superinmndent-Gnnarll of Indian Affairs,

St,—In weordnnoe with your instructions, dated Ottawa, Sth April, 1885, [ beg
ffairs in this agency, togother with the
d list of Government property, including offico

furniture, for the fiscal yoar ended 30th June, 1885.

On the 21st of July last L left my oflive en route to Winipeg for the annai
money, acriving there on the 30th. A fow days wero spent in town, during whi
time I received from the Depurzmem a number of lottors, and wrote somo bosidos.

On the 4th of August, sccompanied by Mr. L. J. Arthur Loveque, as assistant,
T 1o, Winnipog to make the payiments at Grand Rapids and up the Fiver. ~ On the
30th of August the Grand Kapid Indians received their annuities. After tho pay-
ment I exumined the gardens, where but & poor prospect of supplies for the winter
presented itself, the summer frosts having out off most of the garden sceds and
many of the poatoos, From Grand Rapida wo proceedod to Chimawawin, whero

yment was made on the 20th of August. Ou this roserve thero is but little
e e cultivation; but aftor I passed down on my way to Winnipeg, thoso
Tadisns broko some fair patches.

Fro awavwin we procsoded to Mooss Talks, and were compelled t0 travel

all night on the | lake, in order to make the payment on the reserve at. tho appointed

080 Lakeo is & poor place for farming, but an excellent lake for fish. If
those Indians hav suffiient nets lhuy need never starve, Tho gardens were exam-
ined, but the crops appear

Ou the 25th omngm ‘wo loft Moose Lk g at the Pas on the 27th, On
the same day the supplies wero delivered 1o the ohiof asd. counsillors, and. the  day
following the Indians received their annuitios,

The Pas is a large reserve, and the gardens are scattored over  large tract of
land. I examined overy garden I pmmgly could, and found & good amount of new
Jand broken, but the oropa seemed 3 filure

m the Pas 10 Birch River and Cumborland and back to the Pas again it rained

{\ almost vecy day: Tho paymants, tharelore, on. thoss reasEra;. were. made

difficultios. At Birch River the payment took place on the 5th of Soptomber. Running
from tho Saskatohewan River theough part of this reserve thero if 8 portage of thres
miles’ longth o the Indian settlement. * I went across tho same day and examined
tho gardens.  Hors, 100, L found more new land broken sud  general desire to cal-
tivata the sl and somo of the houses prosented a bettr appoarauce.  But there ia
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altogether too little land under cultivation on this reserve to supply the Birch River
Indiavs with sufficient food for the winter. The crops here probably suffered from
summer frosts more than any other reserve iv this agency last season.

On Saturday, the 6th September, I left Birch River, arriving st Cumberland in
the eveniog. The payment was made on this reserve the following Monday and
Tuesday. Here, oo, owing to the long drought and summer frosts, the crops were
almost a failure,

‘At Cumberiand I stayed several days writing, while Mr. Leveque completed the
pay sheets,

On the evening of the 12th September 1 left Cumberland House, resching the
office on the 15th, having been somewhat hindered by the rain.

The vaccine matter with which 1 was supplied by the Department I
delivered in portions to the respective Hudson Bay officors in this district, except at
the Pas, for which 1 reserved & certsin smouat. Later on I went down o the Pas
Teserve and vaccinated about sixty children.

During the fall I visited Moose Lake and Chemawawin, in order to ascertain
the number of sick and destitute Indians, and to arrange for the completion of the
Chemawawin school house,

o winter set in very early indecd, so that the Indians were mot prepared
either with potatoes or fish.
inco I arrived st Grand Rapids, on the 26th ultimo, T have received statistios
which show nearly two and a-half bushels of pototoes per head gathered. The Indians
Dead 10t starve at aoy time if they have suflciont twins, a8 it is an excellent place

At Grand Rapids in the fall some of tho Indians kill large numbers of whitefish,
from which they make oil, most of which, however, they sell; they dry part of the
flosh, but throw the rest away.

‘At Chemawawin and Moose Lalke the fish are also numerous in the fall, but the
Indians do not possess adequate means for laying up & proper store for the winter.

At tho Pas and Cumberland, and in fact everywhere in this agency, oxcept at
Birch River and the Pas Mountain, large numbers of fish can be caught in the fall.
But the very early sotting in of the winter last season rendered the fall fishing
unsucceseful.

he musk rat, upon which many of these Tndians in the sprivg and fall have
chiefly lived, was almost extinct. From beginning t0 end it was, theroforo, & very
excoptional winter in this distriot, and there is every resson to believe that but for
tho aid rendered by the Department not & few would have undoubtedly sucoumbed
to the effects of privation.

During the winter I visited the Pas reserve s number of times, and witnessed
the actusl condition of the Indians. Providentially, the rabbits were numerons the
former part of the winter, but for three months—January to March—many of thoso
in the Pas, Birch River and the Pas Mountain suffered keenly. It was impossible
10 supply food as it was actually needed, for there was not safficient in the district.
Undoubiedly, the amount of relief given last winter, though unprecedontly large, hus
been tho mosns of preserving numbers of these Tndians ulive, Tho ex-chiet, John
Boll, at the Pas, asked me, & short time ago, to convey his gratitude to tho great
mother for the relief thus given.

As the winter advanced, and soeing the condition the Pas Indians were in, T per-
suaded them as far as thoy could to scatter and hunt rabbits, and angle for trout far
away, giving them, on behalf of the Department, somo twine and hooks.

Tn the early part of the winter I examined the two schools on the Pas reserve.
At the Pas proper there has been a school for many years; but the children af
proseat do not malke sich progross a8 might bo expactod. Tho iy school was
Opened laat Ootobor by Mr. Louis Ahonakew—sa_ aducated Indisn from Assissippt
mission in tho Seskatchowan, Under his tution the children are learning fust.

henakew als teaches his pupils to translate the English books into Cree.
64




49 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 4:) A. 1886

About the samo time an Indian came from the Pas Mountain, telling me of the
privation from which the band were suffering, aud asking for rolief. I sont & small
amount,and promised o viitthir roservo

n the month of Decomber I visited Birch River, the Pas Mountain and Cumber-
1and. 7osorva.. The izoh Biver Tndiana ware stil illiag somo rabbits, bat the
Mountain Indians wero suffering from want. At Red Earth most of the men
‘Were away trying to catch a few diminutive jack-fish they had discovered in a cer-
tin oreck, T immediately parsuaded five ion 1o go Chmborland with horses sd
dogs for provisions to relieve those in distross,

While at Camberland I examined the school; but the attendance was not very
large, owing to some of the parents having taken their children sway for the
yiater.  Those who do aiend rogularly are progreming firly, The' teacher,

Mr. W. E. Beddome, hus gocd ground to worl upon, owing fo the admirablo way i
‘which the formor teachen; tho Rovorend J. W. Davie, conduoted the

Pebraacys1 visttod the xaservss; town tetssvec;kvisl MboasAE Iu.ke, about
soventy miles from my office, Chemawawin, somo thirty milos from Moose Lake,
and Grand Rapids, about forty-throo miles from Chemawawin.

Moose Lake tho school was kept last winter by Mr. J. R.Settee, of the
Church Missionary Society, in his dwelling house. The children were making but
very poor progress indeed, and it appeared very inconvonient to teach in such closo
quarters, Tho Governmont school house is partly built, and the Indians intended
sawing boards before spring. They were, however, considerably hindered from
accomplishing their purpose by having to search twice for & missing Indisn, whom
they ultimatoly found dead:

00l at Chemawawin, from its commencement last August, till this
summer, was kept in a houso helongmg to Councillor James Lathlin, _The teacher,
7 Lindsay, appears to try his best to bring on his simplo-minded scholars,
snd, congidering o dusadvantagss undor which ho labors, hir progroa is el
“way down the river last week I examined the Government school
houso which tho Tndians have andeavored to finish. 1t s not altogother completed,
but is already in use.

At Grand Rapids, during my winter visit, there was not much to be done but to
arrango for the completion of the school houss, and to hear of the quarrols of these
Tudians, one with nnolhor ne was accused of having beaton his wife, and on

i o mas told the stato o tho aw, snd warned thaton

ed, pleaded gui
scoond offenbe ho would be]

The day I left Grand Ra))n‘ls on my return_journey I believe the thermometer
registered fifly degrees below zero, with a strong head wind, The snow was deep
throughout the district.

In the month of April there was an eloction of a new chief for the Pas Band,
and one councillor for tho Pas Mountain, held at the Pas. Deputations came from
tho Pos Mouniain and Birch River. Ou tho Sth of April the lndmns made_their
eloction in & very quiet, peaceablo manner. Antoine Const eloct:
b ol b Baptiste Young as councillor o ihe Pas Mountain.
After the election I delivered a lecture in Cree, endeavoring to point out to the
Tndians thoir actusl condition, and the means of rising out of it, the subject of the
lecturo being, “Tho Indian 35 bo s, d a8 ho mightbe in winter, spring, summr

FArl in May tho news of the rebelllon reached us. But from that date o this T
have sous 10 sighs of disloyalty smong those bands. This T believo to be chiefly
owing to the benefits of religion which, for many years, they have learned to appro-
ciate. Even the heathen Indians in this district appear to be influenced to & certain
extont by christianity ; for it is now over forty years sinco tho Church Miss
Society sent missionaries into this part. Some Pas Mountain Indians who, I believe,
had beon living at or near Fort & la Corne, flod back to the mountain, not wishing to
join the robellion.
65
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Tater on, in May, T went down to the Pas, to enquire about seed for tho Indians,
but found that only garden secds had arrived, I taught the Indians how to sow
these, and sowed some for thom. As no seed grain had arrived, I told them I con-
sidercd tho resson was, that. nothing could_bo froighted by way of Princo Albort,
owing to the rebellion. A telegram aftorwards came, saying that potatoes were
to be given to the various bands in this agency. Both at Cumberland and at
the Pas the number of bushels mentionod could not bo supplied, so_that on almost
every reserve there is land broken, but not utilised this year. This is especially the
case at the Pas and Birch River, tho gardens of which reserves I examined a fow
days beforo I leit tho office, on the 22nd ult. Tho garden seeds in many cases, and
also some potaiocs, are already frozon, or, as regards the former, destroyed by grubs.
It scems, therefore, probable, that the Indians of this agency will not be in a position
next winter to support themselves from the produce of their gardens.

Dhe new chief at tho Pas appears to be interested in the welfare of his Indians,
and is trying to persuade them 0 occupy the reserve ; for hitherto they have lived in
100 close proximity to each other, and they themselves have thus been the main cause
of sickness and starvation in the winter.

fter my visit o the Pas, Birch River and Cumberland, I left the ofico on the
twenty-second ultimo 0 go into Winnipeg for the annuity money, and came here on
the twenty-sixth, whero I am still waiting for the lake steamer.

Tho Tndians at Grand Rapids havo professodly finished the Governmont sohool
house; and although not oxecated in the best style, i
aro now waiting for a teacher to occupy the building,

During the spring my timo was partly ocoupied in preparing an office and storo-
house separate from the dwelling house.

The office work comprises interviews with Indians, reading, registering, and
filing letters received, and writing lotters, journals, reports and other documents,
examining other accounts, and making out my own. Since I wrote my last annual
roport about one hundred and_seventy lotters have beon received, registered and
filed; and three hundred and sixty have been written and copied, some of which
have been written in duplicate.

During the winter Indians would como to me saying they could not kill fish, and
pleaded for elet, Numbers calld in bungrey on ther way {0 aad fro on tho portage

eading to Clear Water Lake. It was impossible to do otherwise than relieve such
case

at least doos them crodit. They

s,
T canclasion I bog t0 b allowed respectfully to remark that as rogards the mor-
ality of the Indians of this agency it will compare favorably with that of the same
number of any other Indians 1 have known, or even with whites. They are, for the
most part, professedly christians, do observe the Lord’s day, and delight to hear tho
Word of Got, Some-of thom can read the Scriptures i thejr own language, and not
a fow have family prayers. They arc particularly fond of music, and scarcely ever
pray without first singing.  They vist each other in sicknes; snd when auy one

ios much sympathy is manifested, by & number of men taking part in making the
coffin, by others (men and women) visiting the bereaved, and many following to the
grave,

There aro comparatively but fow heathens in this agency, but these, though
apparently perfectly harmless, are somewhat tenacious in endeavoring to preserve
the remnants of their forefathers’ superstition.

‘But while thus setting forth tho good qualitios of these Indians, it is only right
to report on their improvident and other bad habits, in order that their actual con-
dition may be known by the Department.

Tt is with regret that I have to report that during the past year there have
been threo cases of immoral conduct, two at the Pas and ono at Grand Rapids.
Bosides these, two cases, at least, of wife-beating, have boon brought to my notice.

The improvident, wasteful and idle habits of many are too palpable to bo passed
unnoticed. The first is common among all Indians I have ovor known, with somo
fow exoaptions. It appears o mo sl owing 1o the extremities 1o Whih they aro
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reduced in wintér, when even women have to leave their children to fotch wood from.
a distance, and to catch a fow fish, if possible, in order to live, after the long winter
is over and when tho fish are numerous and but little wood is required, a fecling of
irresistible relaxation oroeps stealthily over them; so that in the midst of plenty
they forget the hardships of winter. Men and boys loaf around the various forts
laying at chess or cards; not becauso they do not like to work for the Hudson Bay
Botupany o for any one lso, bat because there is not sallaisat woek foe all, and
they profer secing wages for their work, which they practically think thoy do not
while working for themselves, although & good stock of dried fish and floating wood
would bo of moro pormanent use to them than many dollars. Many of these Tndians.
aro often very idle in summor, and will give almost anything for toa and other
Iuxuries. During the course of a year a considerablo portion of their earnings is, T
believo, spent in tobacco, which appears to me to be undermining their very constitu-
tion. In the absence of tobacco, some will smoke a certain weed, which appears to
be still more injurious,

For their wastefulness, there is no excuse whatever; for the winter is too long
and hard 0 admit of even a jack fish boing thrown away in the summer.

Their domstic habits aro very reprehensible. ~ Although most of them have cast
off their old heathen customs and have embraced christianity, they still rotain habits
of uncleanliness and untidiness, These, together with (in the majority of cases) their
small and miserable houses (well nigh fall of occupants), aro productive of disease, and

robably in some instances lead to premature death. All those matters, and others
Bosidon, T pat bofore the Pas Tndiaci n the forms OF  locture. shis. ok spring, and
would fain hope it has not been in vain.

Owing to their uncleanly habits and the suffering which they endure in the
winter is probably due the fact that for the last seven years their numbers have
been somewhat fluctuating. Their increase is comparatively very small, and any
epidemio that comes amongst them malkes great havoc, especially among the children.

Finally, I beg to bear testimony to tho fact that, besides what is given by the
Department, the Church Missionary Socioty and the Hudson Bay
10 these Indians material assistance in the winter, the former by freely distributing
clothing among the poorest, and the latter by liberally relieving many cases of s
vation. Both the society and the company have shown great kindness to me in my
travels among the various bands, wherever cach or both aro represented.

T have the honor to be, Sir,
‘our obedient servant,
J. READER,
Indian Agent.
See further on, in Part 1. of this Report, for the first part of Agent Reader's report.

Bruey's Rives Acexor—Trzary No. 5, 16th August, 1885,
The Right Honorable
he Suporintondent General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Siz,—I have the honor to submit my report on Indian affairs in this agency for
the fiscal year ended the 30th June, 1885.

On the Ist October last, after having finished the annuity paymonts of 1834-85,
1 forwarded the first part of this my annual report for the months of July, August
and September, 1884; % therefore, I will now confine my remarks to matiers whi
came under my notice subsequent to that date.

Owing to good full fisherics, an abundauce of rabbits and deer plentifal, together
with good winter fishing near almost every reservo under my supervision, the
Indians did not suffer for want of food during tho winter, excepting, perhaps, a fow
‘who were sick, old or 00 improvident and lazy to secure food when it could be got
‘with but littlo exertion or trouble,

‘See further on, in Part L. of this Report, for o ek part o Aguat Mekiay'ssopct
45}
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On the 20th November last I mado enquiries of the Department, by letter,
asking whether it was required of me to visit tho different reserves during the
‘winter time, and, if so, what number of men and dog trains would bo allowed me for
conveyance from one reserve to another. To this enquiry I received no answer;
therefore, I was unablo to visit the Indian schools during the winter. On the 21st
March I received a lotter from the Department, instructing me, if in my opinion the
season was not too far advanced, to visit the difforent bands of Indians within
my agenoy; but on account of not having received instructions in time as t0 mannor
of transport, the spring having already set in and the ico gotting bad in somo places,
1 was unable to visit the different reserves, excepting those of Poplar River, Norway
House and Beren's River,

T beliove that during last spring the Indians in this part of Treaty 5 wore again
supplied with secd potatoes, together with s variety of garden seeds. The Indians,
ith but vory fow exceptions, mako 10 effort to put seed in the ground in propor
time, neither do they, as a rule, attend to their gardens as thoy should during
summer; therefore, the yearly failure of their gardens.

On my visit to the Norway House reserve last spring, I ascertained that they,
as well as the Cross Luko band, had succeeded very well in their fur hunt during the
winter and_ spring, the season’s hunt about doubling that of previous years.

The majority of the Indians of Fisher River, Loon Straits, Hollow Water and

lack River reserves, gain their livelihood during winter by working at the different
saw mills in their neighborhood, and by selling fish to traders for the Manitoba and
somo United States markets.

The Loon Straits and Jack Head bands are much disappointed at not getting
school teachers. They ask that they be supplied as soon as possible, Mr. Timothy
Bear, an Indian from Fisher River band, had been allowed to temporarily teach at
Poplar River, but his work was very unsatisfactory; he was, therefore, allowed to
vacate his position as temporary tescher on the 30th June last. The Cross Lake
school, temporarily under the managoment of Mr. G. Garrioch, is doing fairly well.
At Norway Houso reserve the Mothodist Missionary Society still keep up their
school, Last year it was under the management of Miss Parkinon, and is now ably
conducted by Kov. J. Simmens, while he is about the reserve, and when his mission
duties call him away for a short time he employs some one to keep it open until he
Toturns, This, [ am sorry o say, is a drawback to the school, which is, however,
gotting along very well. “The Government school on the Norway River, under the
‘management of Mr, A, A. Macdonald, is, 1 am sorry to say, very poorly and irregu-
larly attended by the pupils. Mr. Macdonald’s qualification as & teacher cannot b
di ; but the Indians do not take that interest which they should in sending
their children to school; consequently, very fow are benefited by it.

far, the Methodist mission schiool at Beren's River reserve, under the manage-
‘ment of Miss Gussio Parkinson, has been a complete failure. 1t was opened against
the wishes of the great majority of the band, about the 20th of November last, and

o cause of a great deal of disturbance and ill-feeling among the Indians;
consequently, only very few children went to school, and those who did go attended
very irregularly.

As I was unablo to visit the Jack Head, Fisher River, Blood Vein, Loon Straits,
Hollow Water and Black River reserves, for the reasons already given, T am not just
now in a position to give a correct report, from personal observation or otherwise,
cither on schools or other matters,

On the 19th Juno I left Beren's River Indian agency in a York boat, in order to
get the money to make annuity payments to the several bauds of Indians under my
supervision in Treaty No. 5. Alter considerablo delay, caused by contrary winds,

arrived at Winnipeg on Saturday, the 27th June, when my time was fully taken
up, until the end of the month, with work in connection with the annuity payments,
1 have the honor to be, Sir,
‘our obedient servant,
A/MACKAY,
Indian
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Barrrerorp AceNoy—TrEaty No. 6,
Barruerorn, 20th July, 1885,
The Right Honorable
Fhe Superintendont Goneral of Indian Affsirs,
Ottawa.

Sin,—During summer a good deal of new land was broken, now fonces put up,
and a large quantity of hay cut.

The payments went off quiotly, and, owing to competition goods were sold at
a remarkably low figure, which edabled’ the Indians to clothe themselves and their
familics better than usual.

Rabbits were plentiful during winter, and this helped them greatly in their food
supply, and all scomed happy and contented with their lot till about January, when

engers began to come and go from all sections of the country, and I saw
was unoasiness among them. 1n February the Indians cut 300 cords of wood for the
contractor who supplied the industrial school, and 500 cords for the Mounted Police.
This enabled hem to procure clothing and other nocessarios, and all appeared con-
tented. Thon I found that messengers wero being sont from Riel to thom, and T
visited tho reserves frequently, trying to quict their foars, for amongst other things
they were told that soldiers were on_ their way, cither to make them (the Indians)
soldiers, or kill them. From confidential men whom I had amongst them I foun
that all’ were very uneasy and unsettled. On the 24th March I started to visit the
Teserves, going first to Sweet Grass’ reserve, then to Poundmaker's and Little Pine's.
Knowing the tempor of the Indians, I took out presents of tea and tobacco for each
band, On my arrival at these reserves I found the Indians very sulky, though they
had nothing %o complain of, nor did they make any demands. I gavo each band the
toa and tobaceo I had brought out for them, but even this did not seem
them. On Saturday, the 28th, I visited the Stonies, and gave them also tea and
tobacco. They seemed: glad to get it, and had no complaints to make. Their instruc-
tor (Payne) said: “I believe the Crees are up to mischief, and in caso
assistance the Stonies will fight for the whites; they told mo 80.” Poor, follow ! his
confidence in them was misplaced, for on the following Monday he was murdered by
them in cold blood.

n Sunday morning I was astonished at gotting word that the Indians from the
various reserves (excopting Moosomin's and Thunder Child's) wero within eight miles
of Battleford, and all armed and in their war paint, aod, latorin the day, that they had
already raided the houses of settlers en route. On Monday they raided tho stores
and houses in the town south of Battle River, reports of which you have alread

ad. Horses and waggons were taken from farmors coming in with their familics,
and they were glad to escape with their lives.

The bands of Moosomin and Thunder Child, hearing what was about to take
‘place, moved north of the Saskatchewan before the insurrection took place, taking with
them their oxen and supplies, or at least as much as thoy could, but tho river was
breaking up and tho crossing was most dangerous, All the other bands joined in
tho rebellion. Thore is one man, Baptiste, brother to Chief Red Pheasant, who
doserves equal credit with Moosomin and Thunder Child, as ho saved Instructor
Applogarth's life by helping him to got away from the resorve; as it was, Apple-
fgrth bad to losco all'his goods bohind, and. they woro being (akon by Ludisas

cfore his eyes whilo ho was gotting the horses and waggon ready to moko a start.
i ahess, Gesteoyed sverythung in' their way. Seod grain
by the dozen.

e Indians, in their m
was emptied out and mixed with flour and bacon. ~ Cattle were kill
Mowers and reapers were smashed, and whools of sulky rakes cut o pioces.
and implements woro wantonly destroyed. Tho sceno after the surronder is almost
i nd the loss to the in cattlo, i grain and
provisions, is tremendous. Of the latter, thore were onough on the resorves to last
ill the end of June.
fter the surrender it was too late to put in much of & crop, but some barley,
potaloes and tarnips wero gt in on each reserve Sinoe thon most. of tho lndians
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o got. back to their reserves and are working fairly woll, and aro busy summer
Nlnwlng all the land not in orop. Owing to tho lato’ experience, L only send out
enough provisions for ono week at a time, and though this oceasions frequent trips,
T doem it tho safest plan.
wing to 80 much being destroyed, the expenditure for next season will be ver

heavy, 8s, if the Indians are to continuo farming, cattlo and implements will have to
b roplaced and seed grain hrought in for next season, as thero has been very little

of anything sown this season. Bosides tho many statements, returns and books kept,
2,800 lotcrs havo boen despaiched from this ofio during tho pist year.

Annexed pleaso find tabular statomen
1 have the honm' to be, Sir,
Your obodient servant,
J. M. RAE,
Indian Agent.

Epstontoy, N.W.T.—Tuzary No. 6, 26th August, 1885.
Tho Right Honorabl
The Supunnmndentr(}ananl of Indian Affairs,

Str—I have lhe honor to submit my annual report for the year ended 30th
June, 1885, together with the tabular statoment,

During the first part of the year I found all the Indians in this district quict and
orderly, showing a dispaiton to cultivate the soil and mako a living at agriculture,
and they mado fair progre

In Dotober Lmade 1he sanuity payiasata to sll the bands in the distriot, sxcopt
ing that portion between Victoria and Lac la Biche, which was attended to by the
agency clork, Mr. Mitchell, acting under my instructions, and all payments were
made’ without troublo or disturbance. Although tho soason was very late, the
weather ws fie the greatar portion of tho time, an unusual osourrence at that late
time

®Daring the payments tho Indian Commissioner made a tour of inspection, and
leaced the Indians very much by promising the various bands more working oxen,
of which thoy stood in great need. Acting under his instructions, I purchased a fino
lot of animals, which were duly distribated.
mmissioner mado & chang in the distict, being of the opinion that it
‘was 100 large {0 receive proper attention from one agent, dividing it into three, the
southern portion being placed in chargo of Mr. S. B. Lucas, and including the bands
o s. v, Ermine Skin, Bobtail and Sharphead, the castern or Victoria portion
chargo of Mr. J. A, Mitchell, and inciuding the bands of Muskigawaio an
Bhaet lel at Saddlo Lake, and James Seenum, Pecyasis and Kegnanum and Antoine,
further north, thus leaving me the middle and western portion, including the bands
of Hinooh, Pase-pass-chaso. Alexander, Alexis and Michel, o tho St, Albert mission,
orphans and stragglers.

Mr. Mitcholl was placed in charge of tho Victoria distr

During the rebellon al the bands in the district were in an unsettled condition,

owing to tho presenco of messengers from Riel, Big Bear and others, who told them
%o be in readiness to take up arms and raid tho Government and_ Hudson Bay Com-
pany’s stores. They at once put on war paint, cven to the small boys, srmed them-
selves and held dances, at which they became very much exoited and boastful.

L removed all the nores to tho Hudson Bay Company fort, which was strongly
fortified and garrisor company of voluntéors. All ‘the availablo arms in the
country were hmgm e Bt on kv Hitabatad amongst the volunteers and
the outlying sottlers who had sought refuge therein. Theso preparations kept the
Indians irom open rovolt.
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Pass-pass-chase, the chief of the Two Hills band, deserves much credit for the
stand ho maintained throughout tho troubles. Ho used all his influence to discor
the dances and keep down the excitement, and was succeesful with the majority of
his band. Some restlss spirita did not bohavo woll, but committed no overt aoa.
They were in such s stato that it only required the presence of a small party of the
rebels to cause open revolt. The arrival of Gen. Strange and the news of Gen.
Middleton's successes intimidated thom, causing an immediate settling down to work
‘and many professions of loyalty.

I wish to stato that Farming Instructor O'Donnll, and his assistant, Mr. Ridgdale,
of Riviore Qui Barr, deserve the highest credit for their action during the above
excitoment, " Thoy omainod at their posts at much porsonal riek, and altbough their
stock was run off several times, they immediately gave chase and recovered it. The
Tndians fired tho bridge and tried to burn the farm buildings, but the instructor saved
all. An old medicine man named Pectokoha, tried to induce Alexander's band to
kill their cattle, but Mr. O'Donnell was succossful in preventing it. Ho also kept
Alexis’ band in proper bounds and managed to get them to put in a fair crop. 1n
this he was ably seconded by Michel and his band, who remained perfectly quiet and
loyal throughout,

In spito of all obstacles, there has been a good crop put in, and it promises an
abundant yield,

Tn June the halfbreed commission arrived and issued scrip. I gave 202 dis-
charges to treaty half-breeds who took scrip.

Tn connection with the bands in the Victoria portion of the district, I have but
litle o report.  On account of ther closo proximity (o thodisturbed disirict, nothing
was done towards putting in 4 crop, runners from the rebels constantly arriving an
trying to induce them to

fames Seenum,chief of the Whitefish Lake Indiaus,the largest band in the district,
was loyal all the time, although every inducement was held out o him to take part
with the revels. At last a party came up from Pitt and endeavored to_seize some
goods belonging to the Hudson Bay Company at Whitefish Lake. This the chief
would not allow, and in the dispute which followed ono man was killed. Seenum
being short of arms and ammunition, and feeling confident a large party would come
from Pitt intent on revenge, took to the woods with his band, and thero ho remained
until the trouble was over. ' In consequence of this no crop was put in.

The Saddle Lake band, which formerly put large crops iv, also abandoned their
reserve, the loyal ones joining Seenum, the others taking part with the rebels. No
crop was put i by them oither. [ huvo already roported that portion of this band
Taided the furm, ictoon storee, and tho instrucior had to leac th save his lfe. Job
Lapatac deserves much credit for the part he took in the above affair, as he stood by
the instructor and his assistant, and was, I believe, the means of saving their lives.

T also reported about the Lac Ia Biche Indians joining a war party of Big Bear's
and raiding the Hudson Bay Company's stores at that place.

With the exception of the Wahsatnow Indians, no crops have been put in in the
Victoria district, and I would hero say that were it not for the stand taken by James

enum, many serious consequences would have ensued in the district and the trouble
would havo boen prolonged. ~Ho is 4 leading man, with much influence.

Blue Quill, of Egg Lake, was loyal, but most of his band joined in the raiding.

T am sorry {0 state that the Bear's Hills Indians behaved very badiy during the
rebellion, but as Mr. Acting Agent Lucas will report thereon, I will forbear treating
of the subject.

Some of the bands are wishing to get schools on their rescrves, Enoch's band
having already erected a building for that purpose, but have mot as yet secured a
toncher, Pass-pass-chase’s band also propose erecting a school houso this fall.

The general health of the Indians during tho first part of tho present year was

but this summer a low fever has caused much sicknoss and a few deaths.
ortunately, with the exception of the damage inflicted on the Riviére Qui Barr

bridg, none of the Indians in this portion of the district committed any serious

7




49 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 4.) A. 1886

Tho scason has boen a vory favorable one for crops, snd had the rebellion not
distarbed the Tndians so much, a large return of produce would have been shown this
year; but taking ovarything in mw consideration, 1 think the Government is to be con-
gratulated on the progress mad
e ke 9 be, S,
Your obedlenl. servant,
W. ANDERSON,
Indian Agent.

Broop Runvz-’l‘nnry No. 7,
Maows . W. T, 8th August, 1885.

The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,

Sta,—I have the honor to submit my third snnual report on the Indians in
Treaty 7.

uring the first three montbs of the fiscal year I visited the northern division
as frequently as possible, and found tho Indians doing well under Mr. Boggs’ super-
vision.

In October the treaty was divided into two ageucies, being a step for which I
as in evory way hankful. It was next {o impossiblo for tho agent siationed. st
Macleod to keep thoroughly informed as to matters in the north, and nocessitating
i absenco from headquariers for wooks at o ime. Fortanately, owing to tho valu-
ble services of Mr. J. B. Liash, as clerk, I was enabled to do this.

- Agent. Begg will doulioas repoct fully on bis division, 8o that it will nof be
necessary for me to enter into detail.

During the summer and autumn the Bloods worked well, looking after their
fields and remaining on the resarve.

Th« potato crops were oxcellont. Wo harvested seven thousand bushols
potatoos, ono thousand bushals turnips, fifty bushels carrots.  OF tho above, fifteen

undred bushels potatoes wero turned into our root houses for seed.
ormits were given for the sale of two thousand five hundred bushels potatoes,
which realized from half a cent per pound to one cent per pound. The low price
was caused by the supply being greater than the demant

In the early part of tho winter two Indians woro punished for horse stealing,
which had a salutary effect upon the others, as scarcely a single caso was brought to
my notice during the romainder of the wintor, in fact, I may say thero was much
less than in former years.

The spring of 1885 opencd up much earlier than usual, Ploughing was begun
on the 18th March, continuing with scarcely any hindrance until tho work was
finished. I resided on the reserve the greater part of my time, going from field to
fld, cmping among the Indians and asaisting them in thoir Work, o tho bost of my
lb\hty, from early morning until n

ust admit tho Bloods surprise m in the manner in which they took o work.
i cutting posts and rails for wire foncing, and after running the lines
for them the Indians put up the posts and riders, in |nnmnue~\ strotching the wiro,
‘making, i s fenco that would do cr ito man.

Many of those owning horses fit to plough did B e R

were zhe Tollowing, vi

triped Dog (minor ohiel) ploughed, sowed and harrowod four acros of onts
withont asitance bosides Lelping othors who did not.

Touog Man, Rumning Wolts, (minor uhle%BulI Young Man, Maoy Pas,

Many White Horses, Throo Running Crane, Bear's Child, Never-goos.out,

“Threo Persons, Eagle Shoe, (mmor chief) Kmy Gun, Bull Shield, (minor chicf) Day
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Chief, Calf Child, and High Sun, these not only did their own ploughing, but put in
their crops, under my supervision. Taking them all through, it is gratifying to say
they worked woll and willingly, notwithstanding reports to the contrary.

Later on, when news Bn‘ivsg of the rebellion, there was a good deal of excitement,
but it was after a day or two confined to the young men, who' wanted i
og]:ortnnily to start on the wnr»rnh and steal horses ; still, after the first excitoment
the sprinﬁvmrk progressed until its completion; then one small party left on the war-
path for Montana, These were followed by others ; in fact, small parties were
coming and going for a long time. Red Crow and some of the minor chiefs
endeavoured to stop them, but they managed to steal away in the night. I can safely
say that nothing approaching the numbers reported by outside sources were away, as
on more than one oceasion 1 personally, with our inferpreter, visited the different
camps at night, invariably succeeded in gotting the names of the absenteos.

This year the crops consist of twelve acres peas, twenty-one acres oats, one
huudred and thirty-seven acres potatoes, cight acres turnips, ten acres carrots, and
soven acres gardens, In addition to this we have on the home farm one acre
barley, one acre peas for seed, ono acre turnips and one acre potatoes, togother
with six acres wheat and forty-one acres oats, on the Cochrane Ranche.

As we had no home farm; I made arrangements in the spring with Blackfoot
0ld Woman and Heavy Gun, they to let me have land to sow twenty-one acres with
oats, and 1, after threshing, to pay them one cent per pound for tho oats raise

‘was much pleased to receive instructions to take over Mr. Cochrane's ranche,
as this place has been the bone of contention with the Indians for a long time.
Getting Mr. Cochrane off the reserve and starting  second issuo place there was_the
means of removing one sourze of complaint Which, had it not been accomplished,
would have resulted in serious trouble.

1 have not been able to look after the Piegans so much as I should have liked,
owing to my time being so fully occupied with the Bloods, and offico work.

Their crop last year consisted of one hundred bushels of wheat, fifty bushels
oats, two hundred and eighty bushels turnips and six thousand seven ‘hund.
bushels potatoes. Of this, one thousand bushels potatoes were turned in for seed,
and permits were issued for tho sale of two thousand bushels potatoes, twenty
bushels oats, soventeen bushels turnips and thirteen bushels whest.

e Piegans remained quietly on their reserve all winter. I have no report of
any horses being stolen by them.

'hese Indians got to work early in the spring, byt did not use so many of their
own horses as in former years, I think this may be Booounted for by the severity of
the winter. Their horses were in poor condition for working.

The fences on this reserve are not so good as I could wish, but as we have now
wire, T hope to have every field with & pormanent fence before the winter sets in.

is year the crops consist of six acres wheat, twelve acres peas, forty-eight

acres potatoes, eight acres turnips, and twelve acres gardens. This does not include

the home farm of two acros peas, one acre barley for seed, twenty acres oats, three-

marters of an acre of potatoes, three-quarters of an acre garden, all of which were
oin%well when I last visited there.

n this rosorve, s also o tho Bloods, there is some land uncultivated. I
advised the Indians to put in more potatoes. They romarked, “ What is the use, as
'we have lots in our cellars that we cannot sell, and more than we can eat.” Some-
thing should be dono in regard to the surplus crop this year, as the supply will (as
last year) bo greater than the demand. It is very discouraging to the Indians to
find that thoy have potatoes on hand, and no market for them. ~ 1 have endeavored to
procure purchasers, but without success.

Last winter I had to stop the issue of permits, as 1 was informed that Indians
were selling a sack of potatoe¥ (about eighty pounds weight) for twenty-five cents,
and in soveral casos two sacks for that sum, rather than take them homo again.

ucceeded in obtaining the Mounted Police contract here for twenty thousand
pounds at one cent per pound, delivering them in half a day.
3
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S0 800n as tho crops wero gathered T reduced tho issuo of flour to a quarter of
pound. This was continued uniil spring work began.

In January, while visiting the Piegan reserve, I roceived a letter from_Lieut.-
Col. Maclood, O M. G, that seventy-five Stoneys, out on a hunt, wore on Pincher
Creek in s starving condition. I started for their camp at once, and found them in
reality starving, excopt for assistanco given them by Col. Macleod and other resi
dents, T arranged with James Dixon (their chief) to give them provisions for their
present requirements, aud to enable them to proceed to their hunting grounds
Through the Crow's Nest Pass. It roflects great credit upon these Indians to find
that ithough thoy were suforing from hunger, and had beon sovoral days without
food, not a single complaint was made of any cattle having been killed.

"Too much praise cannot be given Red Crow for his staunch loyalty during the
robellion, as from the first I was not in the least anxious abont him and his followers.
The same must bo said of the Piegans, It isa positive fact that Red Crow had
tobaceo sent him more than once, urging him to rise, but in cvery instance ho sent
the tobacco back, and would not listen to the accompanying messages.

Of course, o ead of reports were circulated that the ‘Bloods wro impudent and
made extravagant demands. 1 can ouly say that I did not hear any impudence, nor
was there a single demand made of me during the trouble or since. I think no one
was in s position as I was to know—moving among them every day, and
living under cauvas.

ere were & good many war parties going and coming, many roturning empty
handed, some with horses, which were recovered by the Mounted Police, invariably
assisted by Calf Shirt.

Tho sun dance passed over quietly and quickly, this year only lasting three
days, Ttwasa very miserablo affuir. 1 think, judging by the spectacle, if left alono,
the sun dance will soon have ceased to be the great festival of the year.

T rogret to report that thoso Indians have contracted tho habit of visiting the
town of Macleod much 100 often for their good, and romaining for days at a time.
As far as possible, we stop the rations of any Indian off the reserve.

Tho annuity payments passed over quietly. My thanks are due Superintendent
Cotton, commanding Mounted Police at this post, for escorts during that time, and to
the non-commissioned officers and men for the willing way in which thoy filled any
dutios assigned them. 1 wish specially to thank Sergt. Speirs for services rendered
st the Blood payments.

On the whole, though T cfhnot report any great amount of progress made, the
conduct of the Indians has been good. There arc a good many individual instances
of Indians wishing to better their positions; these are doing well.

During the year there have been registered twenty-seven birtha and thirty-two
deaths on the Blood reserve, and three deaths and twenty-five births on the Piegan

‘ihe Medical Officer has attended a large number of Indians during the
year, prescribing for them. He reports the health of Indians on both reserves as

There are two schools on the Blood reserve, but as they have not been kopt
regularly throughout tho yoar, I cannot say that much progress has been made.
1 enclose, with report, tabular statement,

Thave the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
‘WM. POCKLINGTON,
Indian Agent.
B
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Braoroor Aagxor, N.W.T.—Treary No. 7, 28th July, 1885.

The Right Honorable,
The Superintendent-General of Indian Afairs,
Ottawa.

Stm,—1 have the honor to submit with my snnual report the accompanying
tabular statoment and inventory of Government property under my chargs, in
northern division of Treaty 7, for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1885,

Since my last annual report Treaty 7 has been divided into two divisions, nos
and south, Mr. Agent Pocklington being in charge of the southern division, compt
ing the Biood and Piegan tribes, I having charge of the northern division, compris-

ince my last report wo have through cal time, and I am happy to
stato that tho Indians under my charge have remained loyal to tho Government,
which reflects great credit on them, as they are naturally warlike in their habits, but
romises made by Crowfoot and other chiefs to the Hon, the Indian Commissioner
this spring were faithfully carried out,

t summer the Stoneys were not as fortunate as usaal in their hunting, s the
low lands where they wers in the habit of trapping wero all flooded ; at the same
senson, the dwelling and storehouses on Blackfoot reserve were also flooded, and the
samo ocurred this year, but I understand it is the intention of the Dopartment to
ercct new buildings on higher ground as soon s possible.

Tho same diflculty romains of koeping Indians on their resorves as last yoar,
The_people of Calgary complsin of them, but still they continue to employ them
cutting wood, &., giving them money, tes, &c.; whoreas, if they would give them
50 employment, they would only visit or tho purposo of tride.

The crop on the Blackfodt reserve was very good; the root crop on Stoney
reserve was al . The Blackfeet supplied the North-West Mounted Police with

tatoes, and tho industrial school, at High River, with potatoes and_turnips, having
still a_sufficient quantity on hand for sced and for food, they being issued onl
one-quarter pound flour while they had potatoes and tarnips. This spring the rations
were raised whilo they were putfing in crops.

In September the payments of treaty money took place, which passed off quietly
the assistance rendered by the North-West Mouted Police being of great sorvice.

r the payments were over wo had a geuoral round up of Stoney caitle, and
branded cigaty-six head of calyes; wo alo branded about ninety-five head
last June, and now the Stonies have about four hundred head; a fow of
them are milch cows, broken by themselves; the necessary churns will be fur-
nished. The Stonies have also been supplied with considerable ammunition in lien
of provisions; those not. able to hunt have boen rationed.

In October last Assistant Commissioner Reed and Father LaCombe visited the
Tesorves to got children for the industrial school at High River. On a visit I after-
wards made there were twonty-throo children there, and everything possible
ras being don o maks them comfortablo and mprovo them ; but during tho excte-
ment this spring the Indians took thoir children away, saying they did not con-
sider them safo there in case & war party of Crees should come that way.

Last fall Bishop McLean visited the north Blackfoot camp and inspected the
school there. The children showed good progress under Rev. W. Tims and sang
hymns very nicely.

The children aro very far advanced at Morley, they having attended more rozu-
larly on account of the orphansge, and the Indisns being more civilized better
appreciate the valuo of education.

In November the different buildings used for dwellings and storehouses on the
resorve woro roofed with lumber, which was a great improvement on the old mud
Toofs,

The Canadian Pacific Railway Company’s engines caused a good deal of damago
10 the grass on the Stoney and Blackfoot reserves by fire, tho fires having run over
a large part of both reserves.

%
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In February it was necessary to shoot threo of the horses on Farm 20 A, thoy
‘having glanders, since which time wo have had no othor case of the disease amongst
the horses.

During the month of April thero was considerablosickness on the Stoney reserve,
and it was though advisablo o issuo bos, which was dono, and. with. satisfactory
results.

This spring the Indiaus have put in largo quantities of roots, as it has boen
nd tha is not a paying crop, there being no grist mill in the vicinity. In

cultivating, well-broken oxen are found to be much better for Indians than horses.
The three yoke of cattle at the Sarceo reserve are worked regularly by the Indians
there, and T think tho Blackfoet will appreciate cattle, as their horses are small and
not strong. The fields present s much neater appearance than formerly, on sccount
of the barbed wire, and horses have done no damage this year to crops.

Tnterpreter L., Hereux is at present_occupied in taking a census of the Indians,
10 be propared for the next payment. The Indians held their usual “sun danco’
this year, but on account of the wet weather, and lack of candidates for the torture
act, T do'not think it was a success from an Indian point of vicw, and I should bo
glad if thoy wero disgusted as it is an unmitigated nuisance, always occurring at
the time they should be working at the crops.

1 am continually trying to get them to do away with it, and also the habit of
carrying rifles, as they both interfere with their work.

Tn this division we have a good class of instructors, and it is not their fault if
the Tndians do not improve as fast as wo should like.

Dauring this year the births about counterbalance the deaths, a record having
Been kept of each.

1 have the honor to be, Sir,
‘our obedient servant,

MAGNUS BEGG,
Indian Agent.

Sr. Joseri's INDUSTRIAL Scroo,
Neaw Cavoary, N.W.T., 13th July, 1885.
The Right Honorable,
Tne Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,

Str,—I have the honor to submit to you my report respecting the working.
and managoment of this institation, as requested in your lotter, No. 58460, of the
14th of April last.

In tho first place, I am sorry to state that, notwithstanding our carnest and
continuous efforts, we have not svcceeded in retaining the boys at this school, and I
may say they have nearly all deserted.

. Most of the boys were compelled to leave the school by their parents or guard-
ians, while o fow of the older ones, by making themselves so extromely unmanage-
ablo and rebellious, forced us to send thom away.

I must confess the great difficulty arose from having received boys into the
#chool who were t00 old.

Of course, as we were not able to procure young children in the boginning, it
became a necessity o tako those we could get, even though their age should exceed
that pointed out by the Dopartment.

ince the opening of this school, October, 1884, wo have had an average of
Dotween fifteen and twenty-threo pupils, as will be seen from our monthly returns.
You are aware, it is a most difficult task (under tho past and present circumstances)
to recrait eligiblo pupils for this school.
© have to deal and contend, not only with the parents and guardians, but, I
may say, with the whole reserve.
L




49 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 4.) A. 1886

At the commencement we could only get a fow orphans; the rest were boys,
of fifteen to eighteen years of age.

The latter, being their own masters, came hero without the consent of parents
or guardians—merely, I suspect, becauso thoy considered it a very comfortable
way of gotting through the winter months—snd this suspicion, I am sorry to say,
we proved by experience to be too truo.

1 considor it impossiblo to got children of an eligible ago if the Dopartment does
not employ other means than mercly persuading parents and guardians to send their
children 1o this school. They scom determined not to give up their younger
children, unless compelled to do so.

en we did succeed in getting a fow of the right age the squaws—their mothers
—camo here a month or o afterwards, and demanded their children, pretending they
were taken away without their consent.

Undoubtedly, if we had power to make these children remain here and compel
them to observe somo kind of order and daily routine, most certainly we should suc-
ceed, becauso wo have found, by experience, that when these boys apply themselves
over so littlo they mako wonderful progress in their lessons and seem to have a
special aptitude for the trades.

We have found, by exporience, that it is very bad to have old and young
pupils in the same rooms. If wo are to have a mixed school, then it is absolutely
necossary to bave the older boys separated from the young ones; and to have trade
instructors, who will keep them employed during recreation hours.

Morcover, wo have found by past experienco that it is impossible to control and
‘manage these Tndian boys by mere advice and kind roprimand.

sy ercion der, and at loast a little school
discipline, then T assure you it will be very hard to conduct the school with that
‘measure of success which, it was hoped, wonld attend its establishment.

In conclusion, T am happy to stato that during the wholo of the time wo have been
here the general state of health has been very good, not having had a singlo case of
serious sickness or accident among the pupils.

have no besitation In sying that if the Department will only acoopt my pro-
posals, and carry out my ions already sent to the Indian Commissioner, Regina,
and of which I enclose a copy, the institution will soon be filled with pupils;
shall be able to retain them; order will, in somo degree, at least, be observed, and
success is inevitable.

Pl

SniARY of remarks and suggestions made in my letter, No. 53, of the 12th ultimo,
to the Hon, Indian Commissioner, Regina.

1. That tho Dopartmant must well understand, that amongst the four tribes of
Blackfect, Bloods, Piegans and Sarcoes, not one Indian is willing to part with his
young children or allow them to remain here for any length of time,

herefore, it is advisable and necossary to bring pressure in s)me way to bear
n those Indians who refuso their children, as by threatoning to deprive thom of
ir rations, &c.

2. Not to tako any pupils older than ight years, on any account whatever.

3. That it is a groat mistake (as we havo found by experience) to have no kind.
of punishment in tho institution, 1t is absurd to imagine that such an institution in
any country could work properly without some kind of coercion to enforce order
and obedience.

4, 1t is vory injurious to allow the Indians to camp about tho school, because
their intercourse and bad influence demoralize the pupils very much. OF course,
this difficulty could vory easily bo removed, by building & good high fence around
tho play.ground, 5o that the pupils would bo entirely separated from any obuoxious
visitors. ~In the past, the pupils, whenever in a capricious mood, would roam away.
from the school for miles, without any possibility on our part of being able to prevent.
l
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5. As the Government is the tutor and guardian of these Indians, particularly
thoso who ar tho most miserable, it would bo advisablo and {mportant t0 tako to the
-achool such as aro orphans, willing or unwilling; to charge the Indian agents
tho different reservos with tho business of procuring and transporting tho childron
here warning them to send none but children of proper age to the school.

. To give some kind of reward o those parents and guardians who willingly
surrender their children,

7. When the pupils desert the school, or are taken away by their relatives or
friends, the Principal will inform the agent of the reserve to which the child belongs,
and he shall send the deserter back, willing or unwilling, calling in the aid of the
police if necessary.

. Finally, if the Government desires this school to succeed and bo of some use
to the Tndians of this district, they must insist in having the requived number of
oligiblo children, and give us the necessary power and help to retain them.

wver, as I have already proposed to the Indian Department, it would b a
fgret belp to have here (particularly during the s years of the school) a fow white
s and half-breods who could speak English; by this means tho Indian boys
‘would acquiro a knowledgo of English vory rapidly. This expediont has proved v
successful in other Indian schools. Of course, the white boys and half.broeds woul
‘pay for their board, &e.

Should the Government agree to my proposals, I am confident that in a short
timo wo shall have the required number of pupils and that our labors will bo more
successful than hitherto.

1 am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
A. LACOMBE,
Principal.

Brrrisi CoLUMBIA,
Cowienax Aaexoy, QUAMICHAN, Tth August, 1885,
The Right Honorable
'he Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Str,—I have the honor to submit my annual report, together with tabular state-
ment, and & list of Govornment property under my charge.

Daring the past yosr thoro has boeh 1o setious opidemic among tho Indians of
this agency, and the death rate has beon less than for several years; still, pul-
‘monary disesses continue to carry off many promising young men.

The harvest of last year was, as anficipated, very ‘plentiful, and the inflax of
large number of now setlers into the island gave a ready market to those Indians
Who had more potatoes and sood grain than they nesded for themslves.

Owing to the extremo drynoss of the season the crops will be very light this
ars only those who succeedad in planting very early will gt a i roturn for their

abor.

AMhe construction of the Tsquimals and Nanaimo Railway is not having & beno-
ficial influence on the natives ; this has boen particularly the case at Chemainus, the
eadquarters of the contractors, OF course, in most of the gangs of workmen there
are some 100 idlo to work, if  living can bo made moro_essily, no matter what the
risk may be, and these went into the Indian liquor trade, and for some time tho
neighborhood of Chemainus required a good deal of attention.
aring the past twelve months fifty-four cases have been heard under the liquor
clauses of tho Indian Act. Of these, forty-five were convicted ; thirtoen whito men
were sent to gaol for two months’ hatd Iabor each, Theso are only such cases as T
have attended to alone, or with the aid of a provincial justice of the peace, and do
8
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not includo liguor casos heard by othor justcos, aud 1 fear they only form  tithe of
the cases which do occur of infractions of the Indian liquor law.

The action of the provincial authorities in refusing tho Department the use of
the Cowichan court house and lock-up has prevented action being taken in many
‘Saees of drunkonness among the Indisos in that Tooalty,

The craving for ardent spirits is as great as ever. n many cases I firly believe
this is only because it is forbidden them. At the same time, I may say that T do not
know more than about half a dozen Indians who oan refase intoxicating liquor when
%10 offored to them, aithough many wil tako liquor on. small quantities who would
take care not to drink enough to become intoxicated.

1 regret, also, to say that the morality of the Indians generally is not on the
increase, and the influence of the missionaries often appears to be on the decline.
This In vory dishoartaning fo men who havo spent the. bost part of  lifo in tryiog
to do them good, but such is the case.

All over the coast men loave their wives and take other women, and as there is
10 law to provent ths, T have compeled saveral who havo desertad "wife and child-

ro to pay 8 monthly amount towards thlr supfort, and in sevoral cases it has had
tho offeetof bringing the Tndian back o his legal furly,

A purty of Tsimpsheean and Ty e working steadily on the
island railway works since their commencement. They are a steady, quiet set of
men, sposking Eoglish wall, and oausing mo trouble, but the _ momen who
accompany them are no credit to the bossted civilization of the north-west coast
e hatavor U wonin | mly be at home, on the railway works they are
simply prostitntes. In this respect I may safely say that the women of the Cowichan
bands compare favorably with their sisters of the north, aud although they may not
e 0 wolladucated, still t i always a boust of the Cowichan ludians that fow, if

¥, of their women aro ever found in tho towns, for the purposes of prostitution, so
Ah3% S o mok e cause, in their case, of the gradusl decrease of the natives.

Comoz.

n November I spent a weck with the Comox Indians, and succeeded in sub-
dlvxdmg tho river reserve between tho familics of the Puntledgo and the Ailksun
ads, promising tho young mon location tickets 4 s00n 45 they have made docided
improvements on the allotm
T found tho villuge on tho Comox Bay in o sad state of depravity and ilth. This
yras particularly tho cso n & part o the villags occapiad by Tdinos of the Eaclataw
tribe, and as rig 0 Comox reserve, but were trospassing, merel
for the sl of e Tatltes whioh the mejghborhood skpplied for debssthecy,
solocted the worst cases and removed them from tho reserve at once, allowing the
others to romain till milder westhor, but giviog the local constablo mhomyw
romovo thom from tho reserve, should any father disturbance tako place,
Tndlans axprossod themasiven very well poasel with may aofion i Lhs mattr, thongh
1 foar soveral of thom aro littlo btter than the Euclataws.
hile entering the Comox Bay during & gale of wind our canoe was so much
damaged that it was necessary to purchase a new one before vonturing to return
down the const.

Qualicum,

At Qualicum we found the Indians busy drying salmon (with which all the
rivers were teoming), and rendering down shark and dog-fish oil. One Indian at
this place keeps a small store, which is quite an_ sccommodation to travellers, as at
prosent this is the only land ‘ronte to tho new sottlement of Alberni, on the west

d “ Qualicam Tom ” is well known a5 an enterprising and accommodati
Indian, giving refreshments to horse and man on reasonable torms, and being wel
spoken of by all.
9
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Hellelt,

The Hellelt band of Chemainus Indians have just suffered a severo loss by bush
fires, nearly all the fences and crops on the south sido of the river having been burnt;
most of the men were absent at the time, but had they been at homo very little could
havo been saved. Much valuable maple timber was also entirely ruined, reducing
the value of the reserve considerably. The compensation awarded to Indians of this

d for damage to improvements caused by the Island Railway passing through
their village, has been paid to them, and T have to report that they are satisfied with
the same. A

Kuper and Valdes Tslands have neither of them escaped tho bush fires which aro
doing 80 much damage on the coast; much fencing has been destroyed and croj
consumed, and as the fires are still running, with 1o sign of rain, it is vory probable
that the winter feed for tho cattle will be ntirely destroyed.

On the southern end of Kuper Island the New England Socisty have a small
farm, occupied by the Rev. R.J. Roberts, who has spont many years among tho
Tndians of Basters Canada.

When the Indians are at home Mrs, Roberts has a school which, dutizg a por-
tion of the yoar, is very well attended, tho chief troublo being hero, as elsewhore,
that when tho Indians loave for the canmerios or hop fields tho children leave also,
and, in a fow months of idleness, forget much of the knowledgo they have acquired,
This can never b prevented until orphanages or industrial sohools are established,
where a number of [adisn ohildren would ko onetantly wades & cperes of education,
and whoro any welltodo Indian could place his ohildren when loaving his resorve,
on the payment of a fixed amount for their board.

On Valdes Island the fires have been provented from consuming a quantity of
sawloga (which tho chief has a provincial license to cut) by the strenuous exertions
of the band, but all the southern portion of the island is swopt clear of vegetation by

res.

In February, cases of small-pox occurred in Nanaimo and in a railway cam

near that town.” It was for some time feared that the dreaded disease would spre

among tho Indian tribos, but owing, in a great measure, to the energy of the Nanaimo

Jocal anthorities, this was happily prevented. With the aid of native assistants, T

have successfully vaccinated soveral hundred Indians, both adults and children, but
sero are many more to do,

In Cowichan valley there has not been so much land cultivated this year as last,
owing, in a great measure, to the Jarge gathering held at Comeakin village, at tho
time when tho spring work ought to have been done.

This gathering, which was estimated at about two thousand, continued for nearly
amonth, the chicf, Lohar, and his band, foeding the guests. Whon the supply of pro-
Visions was nearly exhausted a largo amount of property changed hands.

hief Lohar and his family have long expressed themselves anxious to do away

with the potlach, and the object of this gathering was to pay their debts, i.c,
blankets and other articles lent thom at former potlaches,

aving been duly warned that the potlach was now illogal, fow, if any,

blankets were loaned on this occasion, so that although these gatherings may still bs

called potlaches the chief evil of the potlach has becn done away with. - Similar

erings have since taken place at Nanaimo and on Discovery Isiand. At both of

ese I was presont, and I have pleasure in reporting that they wero conducted in &

very orderly manner,

The_excitemont of these and kindred gatherings is the chief attraction to

Lndians of the prosent day, though of course many attond to buy or sell canocs,
iy o

kins, &0, The great majority caro nothing about the potlach itself but

tho excitement of a large gathering, be it potlach or hop-picking is something which
the Indian cannot resist . “This is exemplified this year by the way in which some
six thousand British Columbia Indians are now crowding o the hop-fields of Wash-
ington Territory, though all know that thisyear hops aro scarcely saleable, and that




= TR BIF ZrErfiE &

&= IRERFE.

wERES

=K

hE.3

R EwE -

-

49 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 4.) A. 1886

the amount they may earn will in no way equal what they might hav eearned at or
nearer home,

All this points to the fact that if theso Indians are to be sucvessfally managed
80mo moro improving form of excitement must tako tho place of thoir prosent fosti-
vals, Tho Indian's old beliefs have been shalkon, bat ho hus not sufficiont Knowledge
to mako him appreciato properly the nocessity of education if he is to hold his own,
Hero and thero wo meet with an Indian proud because he can sign his name or spell
out a fow lincs of a newspaper, but none seem to comprehend what they read; and
a8 a rule—* A little learning is a dangerous thing.” In my opinion the chief cause
of the failuro of so many different missionary efforts for the advancement of the
ativo races is the mistake which all seom to make, of judging and treating Indians

Earopean standards, forgetting that though tho fndian is & close reasoner, his
aracter is a mixturo of child-like suspicion, credulity and selfishness, but with &
keen sense of humor.

Ramors of the Metlakahtla land troubles and of the North-West rebellion have
been talked over at all their little feasts, and not often with credi © white man,
Bat at prosent troublo of this kind has not occurred hero, the Indian title to the land
mever having been acknowledged, except that tho Indian Reserve Commissioners
seom t0 have promised that the rights of Indians to the reserves, as laid off by the
Commissioners’ surveyors, shouldbe unalterble without the native consent, and
that their sick and destitute should bo attended to.

ho actions of the Provincial Government appear at present to be very short
sighted. I have already reported to you one caso whero a portion of an Indian
Teserve has been sold by them to a whito man, and their present actions seem to
indicate a total disregard to Indian rights, which must sooner or later bring troublo

o Province, This is much to be regretted, when wo remember that the Indian
population of British Columbia is so much greater than that of the other Provinces,
223 that theis labor might, by jadicion management, be made to take the place of
the Chinese, the employment of whom is at present being so much cried dowa.

At the present moment I would respectfully submit that Indian affairs require
careful handling, as, although tribal fouds and jealousies have for long kept distant

ds from uniting, still the present labor fields throw the different bands together,
and they hear each others grievances, and although s foeling of discontent is not
likely to make any uprising on the land question possible, still it is this fecling which
encourages those murders of isolated miners and settlers which were so common a

fow years ago, and the authors of which it has always been next to impossiblo to
discov

er.

With regard to the Indian liquor traffic, T would say that, with the exception of

the single bottle business, the trade is now done away with in this agency, and that

this can only be suppressed by the hearty support of the suthorities, both provincial

and municipal. I feel sure, however, that were all the liquor fines received by the

Provincial Government taken into account, it would be found that they more than
support all prisoners committed undor the*Act.

T have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
W. H. LOMAS,
Indian Agent.

Wast Coast INpiax Acgxoy,
UctusLer, B, 18th August, 1885,
The Right Honorsblo
'he Superintondent Goneral of Indian Affairs,

Ottawa,
Sm,—I have the honor to submit my report and tabular statement for the year
ended 30th Juno last,
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The prices of far seal being still low, tho catch small, and fish oil having declined
20 per cent. in value, the Indians in my agency have only mado about half the money
from these sources that they did last year ; 50 most of them are away to the Ameri-
can side for the hop picking and other work, there being little work and low wages
at the canneries in British Columbia,

On my trip this summer I mora fully explained the reasons for the Department
wishing o put a stop 1o potlalios, and tho lnw passed prohibiting them. The
chiefs and head men in all tho tribes_ spoke in favor of tho custom. Moquina, the
ohiof of the Moo-i-chaht, or Nootka tribe, who also claims headship over the Bhat-
tisahts, brought out bie mask and pafaphoraalia used at potiaches, and made a
long speech, to the eifect that tho Indians had given up all their bad customs, such
as fighting, slavery, stealing, tribal fouds, at the request of the white chicfs, bt it
was very hard to ask them {0 give up & custom which was intermixed with all their
thoughts and feelings, an incentive to industry, a great help to the white man's
trade in Victoria, which encouraged friendly relations with other tribes, being an
occasion of amusement and_ rejoicing, and had been handed down to them by their
ancestors; that he had lost his children, but when he gavea potlach he forgot
his troubles; it was tho samo s if his son came back to him; it did his heart good
10 see overybody plessed and happy. To the same effect spoke most of the other
chiefs or their spokesmen; one chief only, Nookamis of Oiaht, came to me privately
and eaid ho would give up the potlach.

The chief at Moo-ii-chaht and his policemen having a bad Indian in camp they

afraid 1o arrest, gave two white men on board one of the sealing schooners $10
each {o put the handeuffs on him, tho prisoner paying expenses before ho was
roleased. This chief aiso went after liquor, but it was sold ; howover, the Indian
offender was obliged to give up all the blankets he had made by the transaction.

On my visit to Heshquiaht I found most, of the young men had gono north seal-
ing by schooner. I found all well at the mission, and was present at two marri
in chrch, this tribe having given up the heathen custom of buying their wives. The
young married men are also building small houses in front of the old Indian ranch-
eries, which they want to do away with,

Tho attendince at school here is very regular during tho season.

At Kyukaht I found tho Ah-housaht and Kelsemaht tribes on a visit, and my

resence doubtless prevented trouble, s during one of thoir dances a Kyukaht, by
mistake, lot off 4 powder-loaded gun in the face of an Ah-housaht, slightly burning
him, and I had somo troublo to keap the peace, as they thought it 'was dono as an
insult. 1 found the Kyukahts, as & rule, well and decently clothed, and living in
comfortable houses, but their journeys to the American side do not improve them in
other respects, as they get a_liking for whiskey and gambling, and care littlo for
school or church. 1 left Actis with a fleet of fifty Kyukaht canoes, many with two
largo square sails, wing and wing, on their way to Seattle, W. T., a pretty sight with
a fair wind.

At Alberni, several of the Opitchesahts have built small houses. Some of them
paid a team for ploughing their land. They have been troubled by cattle in their
crops, but it s difficult to get Indians to put up & really good fonce, or work together
for the common good. They have a team of horses I think good enough to plough
with next year, and probably they can manage to get a plough and sot of harness.
Tom of he Tseshahts was ai work on his house on the reserve. Another
Indian was clearing a piece of land for an orchard, and a few of the young men have
begun to build housos for themselves, instead of living in the rancheries with the old

ple. Alberni has some sixty white settlers now, and is likely to prove a good
farming settlement.

At Oiaht some of the tribe have expressed a wish to tako up allotments on tho
reservo at Numakamis, They have hitherto not tried o raiso even a fw potatoes.
O the roturn to this place or the wintor montha T shall visi them and enquire
fully into the matter,
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Now I am sottled at Ucluelet T seo and hear much more of the Indians in m;
it & general stopping. place or ll canoos up and down tho coss, ad
thoagh o isolated, is tho bost situation for the agont
here has bodn no epidemic sickness among e Tndians this year, and the popu-
Iation is still slightly on- the increase,
1 have the honor to be, Sir,
our obediont servant,
HARRY GUILLOD,
Indian Agent.

KwAWKEWLTH AGENOY,
Braver Hareor, BC, 10th July, 1885.
The Right Honorablo

The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sm,—1 have the honor to forward the annual report and tsbular statement of
this agency, for tho year ended tho 30th of Juno; also ‘an inventory of Government
‘property on hand on tha

The consus rotarn, now enclosed, has boon taken with tho greatest care, and is
every way relisble.

Ts is plossing to noto that, in tho majority of the tribos, there has boen a slight
increase during the year in tho population; and it is slso a soarce of some satisf
tion to bo ablo to record that there does not prevail, at present, that_desire for aban-
doning themselves to that southern life which has, hithorto, caused thom so much
misery.

"Hhat abandonod lifo foll hesvily in its resalts on thoso that could. be least spared,
the young females

ere is, howover, a healthy raco of young children growing up, and it is to bo
hopod Yo o onorgetio moasares to bo adopted in the noar future, by the Rev. Mr,
Hall and his coadjutors, will secure the attendance at school of many of this youth-
ful progeny.

The Alort Bay school, during Me. Hall's visit to Eagland, was attended only
by tho regular boarders of tho mission, the ordinary day scholars considering that

oy were as much entitled to & holiday as their teacher, and preferring, by far, camp
to schoollfe, absented themselves entirly.
now boan decided by Mr. Hal to ropan tho school at Beaver Harbar, and
establish a siralac institation 46 the Laichicwiltach vllags, near Gapo M
6'a Tooent meeting of tho trlbes now assemblsd At Beaver Harbor te
demeanor of the Indians was of a far less adverse character than hitherto displayed,
in the matter of education for their children; consequently, there is a slight gleam of
hope in the future of the schoolmaster.

The naives throughout the agency, with but one oxception, have condusted
themselves in t orderly manner since my lust annual report; and this
excoption, it is a matter of rogrot to stato, was tho murder of an Indian of the
Silmon Hiver tibe, LaleiriyiLosshe, by oab. of Tl o nambe W was hE U
timo undor the infience of liguor,

loft the vlilage a fow days prior to my arrival, and, by subse-
quont sccounte, had fgono on to Nanaito to deliver himsef up to the aathoritios.
full account of my proceeding in this matter was sent to tho Indian Superin-
tendent on the 17th April last,

A fow trifling seizures of spirituous liquors have been made during the year, but
the owner in each instance could not be discovered.

'ho usual annual visitations have boon made, but as in some instances sevoral
anda wro gathared togathr by invtation, or Tho purpose of fassing, it did not

4—6}
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consequently necessitato so much voyaging as in former years, and a saving in the
outlay for u’:mpm haa boon ffacted.

'The gifts to invalids and the destitute have been kept within due bounds, and
the gratuitous issue of medicine entirely abolished, except to the very indigent,

'he health of the tribes h: kably good, with the exception of the
Nah-Kwock-toes, who are much subjected to scrofula, occasioned, in o great measure,
apparently, by non-intermarriage with their neighbors, avd an insufficiency of
food. Formerly, those Indians wero good hunters, but since the great decline in the
price of furs, they have become very indolent, and scarcely stir from their houses,
unless pressed by hunger, They huve decreased fifty during the past four years,

A number of the natives were vaccinated in the month of May, and the opera-
tions were all remarkably successful,

The Nim-Keesh band aro now actively employed at the Alert Bay cannery,
where they earn good wages ; and it would be a source of grest satisfaction to sce other
like industries established to farnish employment for others, since the occupation of
hunting and trapping has now almost become a pursuit of the past.

"With rogary to dhe Act rolating to the prohibition of the celebration of their two
‘most heathenish customs, each tribe has been furnished with the fullest information,
and of the penalty attached 1o its infringement, The tribes are now assembled at
threo several localities, and they have been notified that, on their dispersion, no fature
gatherings will be allowed, without incurring the fall penalty of the law.

tis, however, evident from_their deportment and conversation, that they are
watching the course of events at the south, still hoping that the law against theso
wo demoralizing customs will not be carried into effect.

1 have tho honor to be, Sir,
‘our obedient servant,
GEORGE BLENKINSOP,
Indian Agent.

Lowzz Fraser Acexor,
New Wesruvsnen, B.C, 17th Avgust, 1885,
Tho Right Honorablo
The Superintendent.General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Str,—I have the honor to submit my annual report and tabular statement for

the year ended 30th June, 1885, and a list of Government property in my charge. *
he Indians of this agency, with few exceptions, aro industrious and_happy.
Many of them have comfortable and well-furnished houses. They are orderly, well
behaved and honest, and are making general progress on_their reserves by adding
several acres of new land to their cultivated patches. This year,as woll as last,
they have cleared and planted a good deal of very good land, ‘and, notwithstanding
the unusual dry season, they have splendid crops.” The plentiful run of salmon this
year, and good erops, will leavo tho Indians abundanco of good food for the coming
winter. This is fortunato “for thom, us they have been employed but little on
railway work this spring or summer. ' The fisheries on the Fraser River gave very
little employment this season; only six of the establishments had canned salmon, and
oy canned only about half tho quantity of other years. There were not less
than 8,000 Indians who had come seeking employment a the fisheries in this vicinity
Thoy camo almost from ll parts of tho Pravince.  Tho change in their

the better) was very remarkable, compared with former years. Not-
ing tho largo mumber of s many different tribos, who Wero campol
all along both banks of the river, from New Westminster to the mouth of the Fraser,
there had been but very litlo disturbanco or drunkonnoss among them. With tho
sssistanco of four or five of my Indi:; constables, camped at different places

s season.
conduct. (for
el
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